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A warm U3A Beaudesert welcome to our new members -  Angela Lambert-Barker, 
Janelle Schloss, Donna Gray, Diane Lawler, Beverley Fehlberg, Robin Brown.  We 
look forward to seeing you at the activities you have chosen for 
yourself where, we are sure, you will make many new friends. 

If you would like to join with the following 
people who have nominated that they 
will help where they can at occasional 
events, outings and functions, your 
involvement will be most welcome.  

June Carey  Patricia Castles 
Denice Knight  Rita Evans 
Rosemary Ryan  Carol Castles 

To register as a friend of the committee, 
please contact Brendan Dever  

P  0418 192 999 
E  presidentu3abeaudesert@gmail.com 

     W  www.beaudesertu3a.com  |  E  u3abeaudesert@gmail.com  |  FB  U3A Beaudesert 

If your birthday is in December or January and you are not listed, please let us 
know so we can update our records and include you. 

O. W. L. S. 
O L D E R   W I S E R   L E A R N I N G   S E N I O R S  

Best wishes for a very happy birthday to our members who 
celebrate their birthdays in December: or January: 
John Britten, Sharyn Cattell, Barry Chatel, Sabby Gillow, Carolyn 
Gooding, Shirley Hardke, Anne Hei, Janet Hughes, Desmond Kearse, 
Daphne Lawson, Lise Leatherbarrow, Denise Martin, Bronwyn Miles, Rosalee 
Parris, Corinne Seiler, Jennifer Stedman, Janelle Whitten, Jane Elliott, Liz Avery, 
Marellah Bingley, Ann Cahill, Carol Castles, Trish Caverly, George Evans, Trish 
Fraser, Jan Hopkins, Jennifer Hughes, Alison MacKenzie, Judith O'Neill, Sonya 
O'Sullivan, Elaine Reid, Heather Russell, Jennifer Sanders, Shirley Schwarz, 
Roselyn Smith, Marjorie U'Ren, Maggie Flynn, Daphne Russell. 

If you have any comments or suggestions for our 
U3A, please feel free to email the president at 

presidentu3abeaudesert@gmail.com 

Member of U3A Network Queensland 

It’s that time of year 
already!  Planning end of 
the year get-togethers 

with U3A colleagues, then on 
to celebrations with family and friends 
over the Christmas break.   

On Saturday 5 November we hosted a 
regional meeting of U3A presidents 
and course coordinators with 
representatives from Ipswich & West 
Moreton, Brisbane, Boonah and 
Tamborine Mountain U3As along with 
the President and representatives of 
U3A Network Queensland.   Meetings 
were held concurrently with Rhonda 
Weston (President U3A Queensland) 
chairing the presidents/VP’s meeting; 
Tina Jones was chair of the course 
coordinators meeting.  A common 
theme of discussions in the formal 
sessions and during the breaks was 
that the challenges faced by U3As 
large and small are very similar, with 
the emphasis on looking after 
members and volunteers.  We 
received very positive feedback from 
all attendees, and they loved the food! 
Morning tea share plates came from 
many members' kitchens, with a very 
impressive lunch catered by GTM 
Coffee Shop.  Thank you to Tina 
Jones and Lyn Stewart and all who 
contributed to a very successful 
meeting. 

Our annual open day will be held in 
the function room at The Club/RSL on 

Friday 20 January, 10am to 12 
midday. I t’s a great opportunity for 
people interested in joining U3A to 
browse the various activities and chat 
to tutors and facilitators.  If you know 
family or friends who may be 
interested in any of our activities, 
please encourage them to drop in. 
We’ll also have a stand at the 
December Beaudesert markets on 
Saturday 3 December to promote U3A 
and the open day.  

November ended on a sad note as we 
farewelled Katie Cleal, who brought 
joy to so many in the district through 
her roles as teacher, volunteer, and 
performer.  Katie was a founding 
member of the U3A ukulele group with 
Finella Loch, who stepped down from 
the tutor’s role early in the year to care 
for her ‘gorgeous, zany, kind and 
caring’ friend.  Rest in peace, Katie.  
Through this final OWLS for the year 
please join me in thanking members of 
the management committee, tutors, 
facilitators, volunteers for their 
contributions through the year, and to 
all members for your continuing 
support of our very precious U3A.   
The ‘silly season’ is meant to be a fun 
time of year but can also be stressful 
as all those ‘gotta be done for 
Christmas’ jobs crowd the days.  

Remember to take it easy.  Merry 
Christmas! 

Brendan 

Management committee members 



Aqua aerobics 
Beaudesert Pool Tuesdays and Thursdays 7.30 am to 8.30 
am.  
Contact Tina 0418 780 861  

Art group  - all mediums 
Wednesdays 9 am-12 St Thomas's Anglican Church hall. 
Contact Denice 5546 9879 or 0402 012 267 

Card playing - Beaudesert 
Every Monday 12.30 pm-4.00 pm RSL function room.  Enjoy 
500 or Bolivia.   
Contact Di 0468 849 448 to confirm attendance. 

Card playing - Bolivia - Jimboomba  
Meets every Thursday 12 noon-4.00 pm at  St James's 
Anglican Church Hall, Jimboomba 
Contact Di 0468 849 448  

Croquet club 
Play Tuesdays 8.30 am-12 noon at Everdell Park Gleneagle 
Contact George or Rita 5541 0706 

French  
Every Monday 11.00 am-2.00 pm RSL Sub Branch rooms, 
1st floor, corner William and Brisbane Streets, Beaudesert. 
Contact Jayne 5463 4841 

Gardening group - BUGs 
Meet third Friday of each even month 10.00 am-12 noon 
Beaudesert RSL club function room; away visits odd months 
Contact Brendan 0418 192 999 or Carmel 0408 711 401 

General discussion group 
Meets Tuesdays 9.30 am-11.30 am Beaucare Community 
room, 44 Tina Street.  General discussions on any subject 
group members propose.     
Contact Andy 5541 2072 

Indoor bowls  
Fridays 9.00-11.00 am am at St. Thomas’s Anglican Church 
Hall, Albert Street, Beaudesert  
Contact Terry 0428 627 673 

Jigsaw library 
Select a jigsaw (or a wasgij) to use from the library. To select 
and collect, contact Sandra 5541 0978 

Line dancing/dancing  
Tuesday from 12.45 pm $3 per session The Centre, Brisbane 
Street Beaudesert  
Contact Marg 0422 415 145 

Mahjong - Jimboomba 
Meets every Tuesday 11 am-2 pm  St James's Anglican 
church hall, Jimboomba 
Contact Lynn 0417 078 712  

Mahjong - Beaudesert  
Thursday afternoons 1 pm-3.30 pm Arts & Information 
Centre.  
Contact Michele 0459 335 403 
 
 
 

Mosaics  Meet Mondays 1.30 pm-3.30pm at Arts & 
Information Centre, Beaudesert a hands-on course in a 
fascinating art form.   $3/session payable on the day. 
Contact Tina 0418 780 861 

Nordic walking/walking  
Summer walking in the Beaudesert pool Mon-Fri 
Contact Liz 0488 155 506 for start times 

Scrapbooking  
In recess till term one 2023 
Contact Anita 0408 452 584  

Singing Owls 
Meets Wednesday mornings 10 am-11.30 am, GTM music 
studio room 21, 115 Brisbane Street 
Contact Janet 0408 784 567 

Social lunch 
The next social lunch will be in February 2023. 
Contact Di 0468 849 448 

Social tennis 
Wednesdays 7.30 am-12 noon venue Beaudesert tennis 
courts Boonah Road  
Contact Lorraine 0407 574 576 

Table tennis 
Thursdays 9 am-12 noon held at the St Thomas's Anglican 
Church hall. 
Contact Glenda 5541 4290, 0418 771 758 or Ken 0408 703 
388  

Travel and Adventure Group 
Meet second Monday GTM music studio 21 PO Square, 
Brisbane Street from 10.00 am 
Contact Ray raymondarthy@gmail.com, ph 0447 554 480 

Trivia puzzling  
Wednesday afternoons from 1.30 pm St Thomas's Anglican 
Church hall, Albert Street, Beaudesert 
Contact Jenny 0439 138 212 

Ukulele 
Meets Thursday afternoons Shop 21, GTM Studio, PO 
Square, 115 Brisbane Street  12.30 pm-2.30 pm.  
Contact John 0428 844 041 
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Current courses - term  four 2022 
4 October-9 December 2022 
Course coordinator | Tina Jones 
Phone 0418 780 861 | Email coursesu3abeaudesert@gmail.com 

As most members already know, we have a facebook page 
(U3A Beaudesert) If you have any notifications of events, 
photos or videos, messages, etc that you would like 
included on our page, please contact Pat: 

• Phone  -  0408 067 466 

• Email  -  u3abeaudesert.facebook@gmail.com 

tel:+61408703388
tel:+61408703388
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Social lunches - October and November 
 Di Johnson 

(Above)  Our social lunch at the Jimboomba Tavern on 28 
October was enjoyed by 29 members and guests.  Food 
and prices were excellent. Parking was a challenge for 
some members due to road reconstruction.  However, it 
was a great lunch.  

(Left and above)  Beaudesert Hotel 
lunch 25 November 

U 3 A 
Beaudesert 

Enjoy a meal at The Club 

$20 vouchers have 
been distributed to 

every U3A Beaudesert 
financial member (as 
at 31 October 2022) 

Check with your 
group 

facilitator/tutor if 
you have not yet 
received yours 

Vouchers valid from 9 - 30 December 2022  
(for meal only, drinks at your expense) 

Get a group together 
of your activity's 

members   to 
celebrate Christmas 

Our November lunch was held at 
the Beaudesert Hotel.  Thirty eight 
members and guests attended.  

We hadn’t been to this venue for 
quite some time and certainly were 
not disappointed.  The food and 
service were great.  

Annual membership renewals $25 are due 
on 1 January. You can pay in person at 
Queensland Country Bank branches 
(Beaudesert, Jimboomba) or by funds 
transfer (U3A Beaudesert, BSB 
645000 account 41539572 with your 
name as the reference). The open 
day is also a popular day for 
members to pop in for a cuppa and 
renew your membership for 2023. 

Dates to remember 

1 January 2023 Fees due 

20 January U3A Beaudesert open day  

23 January Term one start 2023 

23 February First social lunch 2023 

March Annual General Meeting - date to be 
 confirmed 
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Mosaics  
 Tina Jones 

 

Friday November 18 
U3A BUGs enjoyed 
a visit to the 

Gearey's property, tucked away in a little pocket of Cedar 
Grove, made all the more special as it was also the group's 
own Christmas party.  The pond, which was at one stage a 
water supply for the now well established trees and gardens, 
attracts all manner of ducks including Wood, Whistling and 
Pacific Black species. 

Stuart and Derani have lived on the three and a half property 
since 2004, making many improvements over the time, 
including a shed that was renovated for office space.  Along 
with converting a small tractor into a mobile watering system, 

Stuart is an avid 
collector of all things 
rustic, like the wheel 
rim used for hanging 
baskets and the front 
garden, tall bird 
feeder.  

Stuart and Derani, 
apart from keeping busy in their U3A roles, are also very 
active in various groups like social tennis for Stuart and table 
tennis, indoor bowls and line dancing for Derani. 

Everyone seemed to enjoy their Christmas party enjoying an 
array of delicious food and socialising with friends. 

A Christmas garden visit 
 Diane Rewko 

(Back L-R) Yvonne, Jane, Marilyn, Lyn, Coleen, Joan, Liz 

With the onset of summer, the Nordic walkers are now doing pool walking.  Some of us are walking every day if we can while 
others turn up any time or in between aqua aerobics days.   Meeting time is flexible but most of the serious swimmers have 
gone by 7am so any time after that, before 9am when lap swimming is finished.  There is a designated lane for walkers and 
you can borrow flippers, kick boards and aqua dumbells from the store room.  Cost is $3.50 concession but better value if 
you get a monthly or season pass.  This also gives you an incentive to turn up.  While the mornings are still cool, the water is 
warm.  Give it a go.  You have nothing to lose but a few kilos! 

Di has been quick off 
the mark.Present her 
with a challenge and 
here we are all 
finished a retro take 
on surfing against 
the waves. 

Summer walking for the walking 
group 

Jo has embellished a 
serving tray with her 
abstract impression 
of Mt Lindesay on a 
clear day  

Rosie has finished a 
few lovely items - 
Christmas presents 
for  lucky family 
members.  A butterfly 
in subtle  tones and 
another heart. 

Johan has completed 
her retro guitar player.  

See this on display at 
the U3A open day 20 
January 2023. 

Helen not wanting to 
rush her project, had 
a deadline of being 
finished by end of the 
year.  Wow you made 
it!!  Worth waiting 
for...love it.  Lazy 
susan ready for the 
Christmas party. 
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Thank you to all of our sponsors 

People are drawn to the Beaudesert U3A for different reasons.  Talk to 
any member and they will tell you that they like the wide variety of 

activities that are both challenging to the body and mind, 
mutual companionship and having fun. 

Our U3A tradition, the monthly social lunches came about 
when Di Johnson, convenor of the popular card groups in 
Beaudes ert and Jimboomba, noticed that players didn't 
always have time to have a chat during intense Bolivia and 
500 games. Now, all members can share some quality social 
time away from their usual activities.   

This year's AGM witnessed the changing of the guard with 
Andy Fechner retiring from his successful eight year 

presidency.  In recognition of his service to the Beaudesert U3A, he was awarded honorary life 
membership. New president, semi-retired engineer, Brendan Dever, already involved in various groups, 
along with a relatively new committee is looking forward to the continuing success of the organisation. 

Activities like mosaics and line dancing benefit from the Be Healthy and Active programme, a Scenic Rim Regional Council (SRRC) 
initiative. This year, the SRRC gave U3A members the opportunity to attend live performances that were held at either Beaudesert's 
The Centre, Boonah Cultural Centre and Vonda Youngman Community Centre at Tamborine. A special thank you should also go to 
Community Development officers, Lacey Sawtell and Lisa Caruana for their ongoing support and advice. 

In August, a Travel Q&A was organised for members at the Beaudesert Golf club, to help make sense of the world of travel post-
covid.  Amber Cassidy, Beaudesert international travel agent, advised potential travellers to make bookings as early as possible, to 
read the fine print of travel insurance dockets and not to pack medications into main luggage.  Ray Arthy, co-facilitator of the Travel 
and Adventure Group (TAG) covered caravanning safety and gave some good advice on choosing and booking caravan parks. 
Denise Martin, TAG and trivia member, regaled everyone with amusing anecdotes and photos from her numerous trips. 

Beaudesert TAG met up with Toowoomba TAG on a visit to the Oakey Army Aviation Museum, with members  being given the 
opportunity to look through the Chinook, a twin rotor, medium lift helicopter 
capable of carrying a platoon of approximately 33 fully-equipped soldiers. 

A very social group, on a recent TAG Gympie and Wide Bay excursion, another 
camper asked about the "jolly happy hour mob", something that embodies the 
spirit of U3A, where people of all walks of life can meet up, find something in 
common and make new friends. 

Beaudesert U3A Gardening Group (BUGs) love getting out and about with events 
like the Queensland Garden Expo held at Nambour in July and Mount Tamborine's 
Springtime on the Mountain in September to attend. Also in September, twenty-
one members of BUGs visited the SRRC nursery in Birnham Street and enjoyed a 
private tour of an amazing array of shrubs, trees and the hothouse and 
propogation room. 

August saw a member garden visit to the Liebke's property featuring glorious gardens 
filled with beautiful and colourful foliage. The relocated windmill and hut made you feel 
like you had stepped back in time into rural Rathdowney. 

The U3A's own ukulele and line dancing groups, as 
well as A-Choired Taste entertained members and their 
guests at the successful Christmas in July lunch.  With 
good food and plenty of raffles, everyone enjoyed 
themselves by all accounts.  Look out for future 
performances by the newly formed Beaudesert U3A 
sing for fun group. 

The success of the Beaudesert U3A lies with its members and volunteers.  Our tutors, facilitators and 
committee members were treated to a two-course lunch at The Club, Beaudesert as a "thank-you" for 
the hours they've put into their various activities.  This annual lunch has continued since its instigation 
by Andy Fechner, four years ago.  This year, Di Johnson was announced 
Tutor of the Year for her work as dual facilitator for social activities, card 
groups as well as being an active committee member.  Helen Atkinson, 
who had officially resigned as Beaudesert U3A treasurer, was awarded a 
certificate of thanks. 

Alison Taylor, secretary of U3A Network Queensland, 
supporting some 35 U3A organisations across the state also 
acknowledged the contributions of tutors, facilitators and 
committee and said that "Beaudesert was doing very well". 

Early November, Beaudesert U3A hosted the President 
Council and Course Co-ordinators meeting at the new 
premises, Studio 21.  Representatives of Brisbane, Ipswich 
and West Moreton, Boonah, Tamborine and Beaudesert met to discuss issues of 
importance.  All attendees enjoyed a delicious morning tea and lunch and thanks goes to 
all organisers of this event.   

From the French group to social tennis, table tennis or indoor bowls, to the discussion group, to Nordic walking and art groups may 
all members have a very merry Christmas and look forward to another prosperous Beaudesert U3A year. 
 
 

U3A Beaudesert 2022 
 Diane Rewko 
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Thank you and farewell to Elizabeth 
 Tina Jones 

Elizabeth started her mah 
jong class with U3A 
Jimboomba and when it was 
amalgamated with 
Beaudesert, Elizabeth 
remained as a dedicated and 
committed tutor to her group. 

In recent years Elizabeth has 
had her share of personal 
challenges.  However, 
Elizabeth still made time to 
hold her mah jong class 
which shows her commitment to U3A as well as her strength and resilience to deal with her own 
personal situation. 

We at U3A sincerely thank you for your contribution and wish you all the very best in the next 
chapter of your life. 

Rita, our group captain, registered 10 members from the Beaudesert U3A 
croquet group by phone to attend the Seniors Day celebration held at the  
Southport Croquet Club grounds. 

A number of activities were laid out for attendees to try out their skills and 
our particular group was invited to play some setup moves which involved 
advanced strategies.   A great deal of clarity was achieved particularly with 
respect to rules of play.  Our tutors, George and Rita, will be trying to re-
enforce some of the rules on our next play day  at Gleneagle Park.  Play 
days are held each Tuesday starting at 08.00.  You are welcome to come 
along and see if you would like to join our group. 

(Back row L-R) David, Rita, George, Sue,  
(Font row lL-R) Helen, Di, Pennie, Lyn, and Janice.  

Margaret did attend and somehow managed to hide when this photo was taken.  Sorry about 
that Margaret. 

Croquet 
 George Evans 


